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OPTIONAL CONSTITUENT

By : | Ketut Suaradnya *)

ABSTRAK

Kalimat atau klausa dapat dianalisis menjadi elemen .

Ini menunjukkan bahwa

bagaimana kata dapat dikombinasikan dengan yang lain untuk membentuk satuan yang lebih
besar. Kata merupakan unit terkecil dari kalimat . Penggabungan kata dengan kata yang lain
akan membentuk frasa atau klausa. Pada kalimat The old man caught a mouse in the garden,
kalimat ini terdiri dari beberapa unit yang lebih kecil yaitu : the old man, caught, a mouse , and
in the garden. Frasa the old man , yang menjadi inti dari frase ini adalah man. Hadirnya the dan
old adalah sebagai modifier (unsur perluasan dari man) .

Oleh karena itu, kehadiran modifier ini sebagai unsur yang bersifat manasuka ( optional)
atau bisa tidak hadir dalam konsituen itu . Kata man merupakan unsure yang eajib hadir dalam

konstituen itu.

1. INTRODUCTION

Sentence or clause can be broken
into its constituent parts. This desciiption
will inform how word can be combined to
form larger constituent, and how these, in
their turn can form larger constituent until to
be construction a sentence. Word is
considered as smallest unit of sentence
construction. Combination of words would
form a larger constituent called phrase and
combination of phrases would form a
clause. For example the sentence: The old
man caught a mouse in the garden, this
sentence consist of smallest constituent i.e.
the old man, caught, a mouse, and in the
garden. This string appears to be relevant
constituent but the string caught, the old
man, a mouse, and in the garden don not.
In considering the relationship between the
constituents of the sentence, it is better to
view from intemal structure of constituent.
Consider the strings the old man. In these
constituents the article the and old man
occur. These cannot occur with word like
caught. Presence of both the and old in
this constituent have function as modifier of
the head “ man” (premodification). These

modifiers are optional. it means that
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omission of these modifiers still inform
meaning word. On the contrary, if the
word " man” is deleted would remain the
string like : the old . There is no meaning
with thisstring. Now consider the distribution
of constituents within the sentence above
can be formed like:

In the garden the old man caught a

mouse.
The old man caught a mouse.

This strings retain their unity . The presence

of three constituents ( the old man, caught,
amouse ) are obligatory .

Obligatory - constituent is considered as

immediately constituent that is required by
the verb (the old man, a mouse). Absence
of one of these constituents makes the
sentence is not acceptable. Absence of
constituent : in the garden doesn’t influence
the unity of the sentence . This constituent
is called optional constituent.

To get comprehending concerning this
matter , in this paper would be discussed
optional constituent in the level of clause
and phrase . ,

'1.14. Theoretical Framework

——
All languages are organized on two |
levels: the level of expression- to put it |

crudely, the level of noises in which the
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- the meaning th

or transitive:

- ‘message is en
~content, thjs Coded and the level of

at associated with these

‘words and Seéntences ( Brown ang Miller ,

1991:2)
- Word is con
element within se

sentence. Quirk
argued that there are different types of verb

corresponding closely to the different type

‘of object and complement.( 1982:14).

Further more he divided verb into three

categories i.e transitive verb, intransitive
verb and copula verb.

1.2. Classification of Verb

}Ierb can be categorized into three
F:ategonzes such as transitive verb,
intransitive verb and copula verb.

1. Transitive Verb

Transitive verb is a verb that can

take direct object. For example, in the
sentence : We will set up a new unit. A
new unit is assigned as direct object . We
cannot aiiowed to form a sentence like :
We will set up. This sentence is not
complete because inform nothing . There is
information omitted in this sentence. To
check this sentence grammatically,' can be
performed a question like : Wl?at will be set
up ? The answer of this question would not
be found. It signs that this sentence is not
complete yet. So that, this verb can be
categorized into transitive verb,

2. Instransitive Verb
There are some verbs that are

always intransitive, ie can never take an

j ] llow :
object. Like the sentence be_
; Your friend have ammved. _ 3
Other verb can be either intransitive

He smokes every aay. (instransmVe)
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He smokes cigars every day.
(transitive)

3. Copula Verb

The most common copula is be and
other copulas fall into two main class_e_s y
according to whether the role of th_e subject
complement is that curmrent attnbute_ or
attribute resulting from the event described
in the verb.
Current copulas : seem , appear, feel, look,
remain, , smell, sound, and and taste.
Resulting copulas : become, get, go, grow,
turn, make.

1.2. Obligatory Constituent

It is already discussed above
concerning obligatory and  optional
constituent . Presence of these constituents
depend on their feature whether they, in the
clause level, immediately required or not by
verb but in the phrase level ,obligatory
constituent is the head of the phrase. The
constituent that takes place as obligatory
constituent in the clause level is the
constituent which has function as subject ,
object ( direct and indirect object) and
complement and then the constituent that is
considered as optional constituent is the
constituent which has function as adverbial
in the ciause.

According to Quirk and Green Baum
there arec seven iypes of clause namely :
(1982 :167):

(a) SVA Mary is inthe room.

(b} SVC Mary is kind '

(c) SVO Some body caught the ball.

(d) SVOA - | putthe plate on the table.

(e) SVOC We have prove him wrong.

() SVOO  She gives me expensive
present. : A

(g) SV The child laughed.

If we notice all the types of the
clauses above , only the type in the fourth
(SVOA) that has cpticnal constituent . The
omission of adverbial (on the table) in that

- sentence still yield a grammatical sentence

and retains its unity. For the others, it is
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